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Justice Committee  
 

Petition PE1449: Scottish Administrative Justice Council 
 

Letter from the Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs 
 
Abolition of the Scottish Committee of the Administrative Justice and 
Tribunals Council (AJTC) 
 
As requested in your letter of 6 June 2013, I am writing to update you on my 
commitment to establish a new interim advisory committee on Administrative Justice 
and Tribunals post abolition of the Scottish Committee of the AJTC.  I am delighted 
to inform you that a chair and six members have now been selected. 
  
Marieke Dwarshuis took up post as chair on 29 October.  Marieke’s career in 
Scotland spans over 20 years in the public and voluntary sector in a wide range of 
roles including Director of Consumer Focus Scotland and positions at the Office of 
the Scottish Charity Regulator, Citizens Advice Scotland and Shelter Scotland.  In 
each of these roles she has developed extensive knowledge of the administrative 
justice landscape in Scotland.  Marieke is currently a member of the Board of the 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service.  She also sits on the Committee of Management 
of Hillcrest Housing Association Ltd.  
 
I believe Marieke will be an excellent chair; she will bring strong direction, focus, and 
experience in the sector and a keenness to deliver tangible benefits.  Marieke has 
also been invited to sit on the Administrative Justice Forum, the UK group set-up by 
the Ministry of Justice to replace the AJTC.  
 
I met with Marieke on 6 November to discuss the remit and membership of the 
committee. A copy of the remit is attached at the Annexe for your information. We 
agreed that the membership should strike a balance between: 

 user perspective 
 advice providers 
 decision makers 
 experts/academics 
 

 
After careful consideration Marieke has selected the following people to join her on 
the Committee: 
 

 John Sturrock – Core Solutions (business mediation service)  
 Sarah O’Neill – previously Consumer Focus Scotland 
 Shaben Begun – Scottish Independent Advocacy Alliance 
 Lauren Wood - Citizens Advice Scotland  
 Tom Mullen – Professor of Law, University of Glasgow 
 Paul McFadden – Head of the Complaints Standards Authority 
 

Further members may be selected at a later date. The first meeting of the committee 
will be on 17 December.  Marieke will write to you seperately to begin early 
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engagement on the work of the committee. She would also like to arrange a meeting 
with you in the Spring of 2014 to discuss the workplan and outputs of the committee 
in more detail.  
 
I wish Marieke and the members every success in their work scrutinising the 
administrative justice and tribunals system in Scotland.  I am sure it will help improve 
access to justice, in particular, for some of our more vulnerable members of society. 
 
As you know this is an interim measure.  I will see how the Committee develops over 
the next two years and give careful consideration to what is required in the longer-
term.  I hope you find this information helpful. 
 
Roseanna Cunningham MSP 
Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs 
27 November 2013 
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Annexe  

 
Interim Non-statutory Advisory Committee on Administrative Justice and 
Tribunals 
 
Remit of the Committee  
 
The detailed workplan will be developed by the Committee. The bullets below are an 
overview of the expected role that the Committee would assume: 
 

 to promote the interests of system users  and champion  an administrative 
justice system that is accessible, responsive and has users` needs at the 
centre 

 
 to focus on engaging with decision makers to improve rules, procedures and 

the complaints handling processes within the administrative justice system 
 

 to encourage better decision making within the administrative justice system 
with the emphasis on getting the decision right first time to support early and 
appropriate dispute resolution 

 
 to build networks and encourage the sharing of good practice amongst 

practitioners  
 

 to provide scrutiny of the whole of the administrative justice system in 
devolved areas, including the development of the proposals to merge the 
Scottish Tribunals Service and the Scottish Court Service and the new 
structure following the Tribunals Bill 

 
 to advise Ministers on the development of the Strategy for Administrative 

Justice and the future direction and priorities of the strategy 
 

 to engage across Government and identify to Ministers any policy and 
practice issues affecting the administrative justice system in devolved areas 
which may require Government attention 

 
 to monitor developments in reserved areas of administrative justice and 

tribunals pre and post referendum that affect citizens in Scotland 
 

 to recommend how the functions of the committee should be carried out in the 
longer term 


